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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR’S CALL ON MINISTER OP INPORMATION AND CULTURE 

1. TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 16, 1 CALLED ON NEW MINISTER OP INPORMA- 
TION AND CULTURE, MOH. HASSAN BAREQ SHAPIEE. PAO ACCOMPANIED. 

NEW EDITOR OP MAJOR KABUL DAILY ANIS, RAHIM RAHPAT (PORMER 
MEMBER OP ANIS STALE AND RECENT RETURNEE PROM SAHA WEST CENTER) 

INTERPRETED. ALTHOUGH MILITARY MUCH IN EVIDENCE HERE AS ELSEWHERE 
IN MINISTERIAL OPPICES, PAMILLAR FACES GREETED US ON ENTRY TO 
BUILDING, INCLUDING SAME HEAD SECRETARIAT AS UNDER PREVIOUS 
MINISTER. 

2. MINISTER SHAFIEE, WHO SPOKE ENTIRELY IN DARI, WAS PRIENDLY, 

IP PAIRLY FORMAL. MINISTER'S OFPICE HAS BEEN MUCH SPRUCED UP, 

WITH SOME PERIOD PURNISHINGS AND PICTURES; COMPARED TO MOST 
APGHAN MINISTERIAL OFPICES THIS ONE BOASTS A CERTAIN TASTEPUL 
ELEGANCE. 

3. SHAPIEE WAS NOT MUCH INCLINED TO EXPRUND ON HIS PERSONAL 
BACKGROUND BUT DID ALLOW AS HOW HE WAS A POET, MAINLY IN DARI 
BUT WITH S 

GA PUBLICATION IN PUSHTO AND THAT HE HAD BEEN 
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HONORED BY RECOGNITION AS A MODERN RATHER THAN TRADITIONAL 
ARTIST. HIS POREIGN TRAVEL HAS BEEN LIMITED TO ONE SHORT VISIT 
TO IRAN, WHERE HE SAW TEHRAN AND ISFAHAN. 

4. 1 OUTLINED U.S. PROGRAM IN CULTURAL RELATIONS AND INPORMATUON 
IN AFGHANISTAN AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT WE COULD CONTINUE TO WORK 
MUTUALLY BENEPICIAL MANNER AT AMERICAN CENTER, THROUGH APAMEC, 
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AND IN PROVIDING MATERIAL FOR PRESS. I EMPHASIZED ICA INTEREST 
IN EACILITATING TWO-WAY FLOW OF INFORMATION. 

5. SHAFIEE RESPONDED THAT NEW GOVERNMENT WANTED TO INCREASE 
CULTURAL CONTACTS AND EXCHANGE OE INEORMATION WITH OTHER COUNTRIES 

HE CRITICIZED PREVIOUS AEGHAN REGIMES FOR RESTRICTIVE POLICIES 

THAT LIMITED AEGHAN ACCESS TO IDEAS FROM ABROAD AND PREVENTED 
AMERICANS EROM KNOWING MORE ABOUT AEGHANISTAN, RESPONDING TO 
COMMENT ABOUT PRESS RELATIONS, HE TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO CRITICIZE 
SOME FOREGIN REPORTING ON EVENTS OE COUP AS INACCURATE. I 
DESCRIBED BRIEFLY STATUS OF AMERICAN PRESS AND DEEENDED AMERICAN 
PRESS FREEDOM AS FUNDAMENTAL MEANS OF ASSURING ESSENTIAL 
INFORMATION FOR THE PUBLIC IN DEMOCRACY. I COMMENTED FURTHER 
THAT I THOUGHT PRESIDENT TARAKI'S PRESS CONFERENCE WAS VERY WISE 
MOVE AND HOPED THAT NEW GOVERNMENT WOULD ENDEAVOR KEEP CHANNELS TO 
WORLD PRESS OPEN. THE MINISTER ACKNOWLEDGED FREE CHARACTER OF 
AMERICAN PRESS BUT SAID THEY WOULD BE WATCHING PERFORMANCE OF 
FOREIGN MEDIA; GOVERNMENT WAS VERY INTERESTED IN ASSURING THAT, 
CONTRARY TO SITUATION UNDER PREVIOUS REGIME, AFGHAN PEOPLE HAD 
FULL AND CORRECT INFORMATION. N.B. EMBASSY HAS HAD REPORTS THAT 
PAGE ON POST-COUP DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN HAS BEEN TORN OUT 
OF NEWSTAND COPIES OF MAY 15 ISSUE OF TIME. 

6. WE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT ICA COULD IN FUTURE PROVIDE FORUMS 
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AND CHANNELS FOR EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND INFORMATION, AND THAT 
THE PAO MIGHT CALL ON OTHER MINISTRY PRESS AND CULTURALTOFFICIALS 
TO PURSUE THIS AIM. MINISTER AGREED TO VALUE OF THIS AND SUGGESTED 
WORK THROUGH MR. RAHFAT. 

7. ON TAKING LEAVE, I LEFT PAPER DESCRIBING ICA PROGRAMS 

FOR INFORMATION OF MINISTER, WHO SAID HE WOULD EXAMINE IT WITH 
INTEREST AND SEE WHETHER THEY HAD ANY IDEAS FOR ADDITIONAL 
ACTIVITIES TO SUGGEST. 

8. COMMENT: THIS MINISTRY SEEMS TO BE STARTING BACK TO WORK 
FAIRLY EXPEDITIOUSLY. FIRST NEW APPOINTMENTS, APART FROM VERY 
TOP POSITIONS, APPEAR TO BE DRAWN FROM PROFESSIONAL RANKS. 

MINISTER SAID ALL THAT WE COULD HAVE HOPED FOR IN FAVOR OF 
MAINTAINING CULTURAL AND INFORMATIONAL CONTACTS. ANY EXPECTATIONS 
REGARDING POSSIBLE EFFECTS OF CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT ON ICA PROGRAMS 
THEREFORE REMAIN PURELY SPECULATIVE. WITH RESPECT TO STATE OF 
MEDIA WITHIN AFGHANISTAN, THERE HAVE BEEN AS YET NO SIGNS 
WHATEVER THAT PRESS, TV AND RADIO WILL FUNCION AS OTHER THAN 
GOVERNMENT CONTROLLED ORGANS OF PROPAGANDA AND, PERHAPS, 

INSTRUCTION. MINISTER'S REMARKKS ABOUT PREVIOUS REGIME AND 
REPORTING IN THE WESTERN PRESS CONTAINED NO SURPRISES AND WERE 
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RESTRAINED. (AS REPORTED SEPTEL, MFA OFEICIAL ALSO CRITICIZED 
EOREGIN REPORTING AND INFORMED EMBASSY PRESS OEEICER THAT 
OPERATIONS OE WESTERN PRESS IN AFGHANISTAN HAVE BEEN SUBJECT 
OE SERIOUS CONCERN TO MINISTRY IN AFGHANISTAN IN RECENT DAYS.) 

ICA OEEICERS WILL NOW BEGIN SERIES OE CALLS ON APPROPRIATE 
MINISTRY, PRESS, AND CULTURAL INSTITUTION OEEICIALS, INCLUDING 
NEW DEPUTY MINISTER JUST APPOINTED, TO SURVEY EURTHER THE LAY 
OE THE LAND. 

ELIOT 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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